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Dear parents, friends and families,
It has been quite a busy, but fantastic start to our year. I am delighted to see how well the students have
settled into school and are enthusiastically engaged in their learning in every room. That includes our new
Kinders, who have already settled in well and had their first excursion for bus safety yesterday, even if it
was just around the block.
Welcome to our new staff this year. It is a pleasure to have you on board and I hope you feel very
welcome. By this stage you will have met some of the parents and starting to get to know the children.
I am not sure if you are all aware, but the whole school was repainted inside and out over the school
holidays. The school has also been re-carpeted and new, more efficient lighting fitted in most rooms. We
are very grateful to CEDWW (Catholic Education Diocese of Wagga) for their support in this. The school
looks amazing and very fresh.
Particular thanks to the staff for their very hard work before the school reopened this year, for helping
organise rooms, which were in quite an upheaval, and for conducting the maths assessment (MAI) with
the students on day one. They have certainly hit the road running!
I am sorry to announce that Christine Nielsen, School Senior Administration Officer, will be leaving
St Joseph’s and Wagga in a couple of weeks time. Christine and her husband John are moving to
Brisbane for work and Christine will be finalising her time here on Friday 22nd February. Christine has
been at St Joseph’s for almost eight years and has been very efficient, kind and helpful in her role to many
in the school community. I am also very grateful for her support of me. Christine generously agreed to stay
on for the beginning of this year, to ensure a smooth transition. I am sure you join with us in wishing
Christine and John all the very best for their future endeavours in sunny Queensland.
The swimming carnival was a great success last week in Junee. It was a wonderful team effort in many
ways. Year 6 had their first taste of official leadership roles and the children were enthusiastically involved
all day. Thanks Mrs Sandral for your organisation.
Have a wonderful week. Welcome back everyone!
Yours in Christ,
Mrs Kathy Gaskin
Principal

Dates Term 1 — 2019
 Wednesday

20th February Deanery Swimming Carnival
 Thursday 21st February
Opening School Mass—St Michaels Cathedral
at 9.15am
 Monday 4th March
Catholic Schools week commences
 Friday 8th March
Athletics Carnival—Jubilee Oval
 Friday 15th March
Kinder 2020 Information session 9.30am—10.30am
 Friday 12th April
Cross Country
LAST DAY OF TERM

Important Dates Term 2 — 2019
 Monday

29th April

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2
From Assistant Principal—Therese Fernon

Welcome back to the 2019 school year. I have been made to feel very welcome by the whole St Joseph’s
community. The students have been very engaging and always willing to lend a hand when required. It was
wonderful to welcome our new kindergarten students and a huge congratulations to our Year 6 leaders for their
initiative and maturity in helping them settle on the playground.
As part of our maintenance program we were able to create a proper library space. A huge thank you to Gemma
Hale for helping me move all the shelving and to Stephanie Englefield and Ian Thomas for assisting with
organising the non-fiction books. We are in need of some more volunteers to finish this section of the library,
so if you have time, even 10 – 15 minutes of an afternoon while you are waiting to collect your children, just
contact the office. Class borrowing will begin in the next few weeks. Class teachers will advise a day.
Yesterday you should have received home a letter from the Catholic Education Office concerning the terms and
conditions for the acceptable use of technology and online services. Some updates have been made to the
policies relating to use of digital technology. These changes were necessary to ensure that the policies reflect
current standards, technologies, and monitoring practices. The Acceptable Use Terms and Conditions (the AU)
apply to all students and staff. They are presented to all users each time they complete the user authentication
step. For this reason primary school students will no longer need to sign a technology agreement each year as
they have had to do in previous years. Please read the agreement carefully and do not hesitate to contact the
school if you have any questions or concerns.
I look forward to working in partnership with you to support your children on their learning journey this year.
Kind regards
Therese Fernon - Assistant Principal

HAVE YOU BEEN TO EXTEND?
At After School Care we have heaps of activities that are planned in advance that include arts and
crafts, team games, sports, science, fun with food, and more! If you haven’t been before we’d love to
meet you. Feel free to pop by any time during operation hours to meet the Service Coordinators and
see what activities are on which your child could enjoy.
To book and enrol visit: www.extend.com.au
QUESTIONS?
Check out the guide for parents on our website which contains useful information for new parents.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF

THERESE FERNON

BROOK LAWRENCE

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

YEAR 1

ARNIKA BUCHANAN

PAUL BYRNE

YEAR 2

YEAR 4

Tuckshop Roster
Week 3 Term 1

.From the Tuckshop—Linda Damme
We have our online tuckshop ordering available—
please see attached instructions for registering to use
this system. It is very easy to use and no more
searching for cash!!

Monday 18th February Maha Puli
Weds 20th February
Thurs 21st February
Friday 22nd February

If you would like to become a volunteer, we are in
desperate need of more helpers. Please email Linda
Faye Noble
Damme with your preferred day at:
dammel@ww.catholic.edu.au
Lynette Barnes
The 2019 tuckshop menu is also attached. We will
HELP NEEDED also have some hard copies available in the school
Linda Damme
foyer. We are planning to introduce some new
healthy food options over the coming year—we will
advise you when these become available for purchase.

Open Morning for Kinder Enrolments 2020
St Joseph’s Primary School Wagga Wagga

Friday 15th March 2018

Information session for parents at 9.30am followed by school tour.
Enrolment packages will be available on the day.
Enquiries: sjw-info@ww.catholic.edu.au
or 69215733
Kathy Gaskin, Principal

OPENING SCHOOL MASS
Thursday 21st February 2019 at 9.15am
Our Opening School Mass will be celebrated on Thursday 21st February in St Michael’s Cathedral
at 9.15am.
Year 6 students will be assisting Fr Kevin O’Reilly with the readings and prayers. At this Mass the
Year 6 leaders will receive their badges and all Year 6 students will read a leadership pledge.
Parents of Year 6 students who have been elected as school captains and sports captains who are
able to attend the Mass will be invited to come forward and pin their child’s badge on them. All
are welcome to attend.

From the Office—Christine Nielsen and Jo Noble
The school fees have now been generated and have been emailed to each family. If you did not
receive the email please advise us at the office and we will confirm with you the email address
that we have listed for you. For people paying by direct debit, this invoice is for your information
only so you are not required to pay on this invoice. Direct debit payments will commence next
Thursday 14th February with weekly payers and continue from there. A direct debit calendar is
attached to this newsflash.
All bus passes are now obtained by going online at https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/
applyNow#/ and applying. Once you have applied online, an email is sent to the school office
where we endorse your
application. This application is then sent to the bus company that you have been allocated
depending on where you live—ie. Busabout, Allens Coaches, Millers Coaches, Junee Buses. Bus
passes will then be sent to the office and we will allocate then to the student.
Our second hand school shop can be opened for your uniform needs any time through the week
except r ecess and lunch times (11am—11.25am and 1pm—1.40pm). Most of the clothing is $2,
jumpers are $10 and sports jackets and pants are $5 each. The new sports shirts ($25) and school
hats ($10) are available from the front office.
If you have any queries at all, please do not hesitate to contact the school office via email:
sjw-info@ww.catholic.edu.au or by phone 69215733.

St Joseph’s Swimming Carnival News

Last Wednesday’s swimming carnival was a highly successful event. It was wonderful to
see all of the students entering into the spirit of their houses and under the leadership of
their Sports Captains, cheering loudly and supporting their team. The students are to be
commended on the manner in which they competed always giving their best in all events.
We wish those students who now move onto the Deanery carnival next week the best of
luck.
I would like to sincerely thank all of the parents who offered their assistance at the
carnival. Without their help and assistance the carnival would not have gone as smoothly
as it did. Leah Sandral—Sports Teacher
Division Champions
Junior Girls: Romy Stenhouse
Junior Boys: Jordan Stephens / George Moore
11 Years Girls: Mia Stephens
11 Years Boys: Riley Bradshaw
Senior Girls: India Bailey-Brown
Senior Boys: Andrew Cabot
Final Point Score
Michael: 527
John Paul: 478
Nagle: 291
MacKillop: 251

EXPLANATION OF TRAFFIC SIGNS OUTSIDE
ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
The following is an explanation of the traffic signs outside St Joseph’s school
and our pick up/drop off zone procedures.
Please note:
If you do not want to wait in line in the afternoons, choose a less busy time to
pick up your child/children such as 3.30pm onwards. Please do not ask your
children to leave the school grounds and wait around the corner of the
Cathedral for you to pick them up. They are unsupervised once they leave the
school grounds and we would like to avoid any potential accidents with children
being near this extremely busy area in the afternoons.
 Children may be dropped off in front of the Cathedral in the Pick up/Drop off

Zone area. You have two minutes to drop your child/children off and you must
not move more than three (3) metres from your car. For safety reasons, it is
preferable that your child has their school bag in the car with them and they
exit the car from the kerb side of the car.

 Children can be picked up from this zone after school. Laminated family

names have been supplied (Signs for our new families are coming) and you
need to attach one to your sun visor. Your family name is called out and your
child will come out of the gate. The same rules apply as in the morning – you
must not move more than three (3) metres from your car and you cannot park
there for more than two minutes.
 The area from the back gate to KS is a Bus Zone from 8am-4pm on School

Days. You cannot stop your car for any reason in this area between the times
shown above and no parking is allowed during these hours.

 The area from Year 1 to outside the school office is a Bus Zone and

Parking Zone. Bus Zone times are 8am-9.30am and 2.30pm-4pm on school
days and no stopping or parking is allowed during these times. From 9.30am
and 2.30pm, parking is allowed in this area.
 Street parking opposite the school has no time restriction.
 Parking outside Watermark and the Cathedral has no time restriction

except for one small section that is signposted with a time limit.

