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Advent is a season observed in many
Christian churches as a time of expectant
waiting and preparation for the celebration
of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. The
term is a version of the Latin word meaning
"coming". Advent begins this coming
weekend and continues until 24th December.
Dear parents, friends and families,
This week the teachers are finalising school reports. I am enjoying reading each one of them and seeing
how far the students have progressed this year. The reports are due to be sent home at the end of next
week.
The Year 5 students have presented their leadership speeches today. I am very proud and impressed by
their understanding and ability to articulate important aspects of leadership in our school. We will look
forward to their time as leaders in the school in 2019.
Speaking of which, Year 6 students are now in their final days of primary school and their leadership roles
at St Joseph’s School for 2018. We as a staff are all proud of how they have developed from young and
mostly shy 5 year olds, approaching their Kinder year with timid excitement, to the confident seniors of the
school today, who are now looking forward to their secondary schooling. It had been a delight to have these
fine students with us and they will be missed. They have been fortunate to have Mr. Kennedy, also in his
final year at St Joseph’s. I hope they all take some wonderful memories with them.
Around the school, there are Christmas preparations happening in each classroom and our prayer times
are including some lovely advent hymns.
The school musical is coming along very nicely, with all children singing, acting and moving confidently in
their parts. I know you and your families will love seeing your children perform and I want to thank
Mrs. Langtry and staff for the incredible work so far.
As advertised, next Friday 14th December will be a very important assembly. We will be presenting the year
awards for each class and saying our farewell to some staff including Mr. Kennedy. Please see the add
further in this newsletter and the important dates for the end of the year.
Also, our final Mass and assembly will be our farewell for Year 6 on the 19th December, following on from
the concert on the 18th December. Although, it is a very busy time of the year, I hope it is filled with great
joy for everyone.
Yours in Christ,
Mrs Kathy Gaskin
Principal

Dear Parents
Congratulations to our Year 5
students who last week participated
in our Leadership Development
Program. This included writing their
Year 6 speeches for school captains
2019, which they will delivering to
Mrs. Gaskin and students today.
Good luck everyone.
Throughout advent and in morning
prayer the students have been
focusing on kindness. As the year
draws to an end, this busy time
always pushes us with many extra
commitments to get through between
now and the end of the school year.
In doing so, it is important that we
are aware of kindness at this time
and share kindness throughout our
family, friends, work colleagues and
the community.
This is an example calendar for some
ideas of how we can do simple things
that can make a huge difference
during advent.
Until next week
Kelly Humphrey
Assistant Principal

Important Dates Term 4 — 2018
 Friday 7th December
 Tuesday 11th December
 Friday 14th December
 Tuesday 18th December
 Wednesday 19th December

Year 7 2019 Orientation Day at KCC & MDCC
School Assembly—2.40pm all welcome
Year 6 Farewell lunch 12.30pm—1.30pm
Final School Awards Assembly 2.00—3.00pm
St Josephs School Musical ”Cinderella &
Rockerfella” (see attached)
1pm & 6pm performances
Graduation Mass Year 6 - 9.15am in the Cathedral
Year 6 Presentation 10.15—11am in the School hall
LAST DAY OF TERM 4

Important Dates Term 1 — 2019
 Wednesday 30th January
 Thursday 31st January
 Wednesday 6th February
 Thursday 7th February

Maths Assessment Interviews Yr 1-6
First day Term 1 for Years 1-6
SJWW Swimming Carnival
First Day Term 1 for Kindergarten

From the Office

BUS TRAVEL

Children in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 who travel by bus are eligible for a free bus pass. Bus
pass applications are made online at: https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/applyNow.
A form can be printed out when you apply online which is kept at home for your records. It is not
necessary to send this form into the school. The application is then sent to the school electronically to
be verified and the bus pass is sent to the school. If you change address, a new application needs to be
made to the bus company. Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 are eligible for a free bus pass if they reside
more than 1.6 kms radius distance away from the school. If they live inside this distance they must
pay to travel by bus. There is further information available regarding bus travel on the NSW Transport
website.
Country students who are transported to their bus stop by private car are eligible for the School Drive
Subsidy. Application forms can be made online at: transport.nsw.gov.au/schooldrive.
Thank you to the parents who have finalised their school fees. There are still some outstanding fees
and it would be appreciated if they could be paid IN FULL by Friday 14th December. If you are unsure of your balance please call the school office and we will be able to advise you. A reminder that
we accept payments by EFTPOS at the front office and over the phone.

Year 6 Graduation Mass
Wednesday 19th December
Our final school Mass will be held on
Wednesday 19th December at 9.15am.
Year 6 will be assisting with the Mass.
Following Mass, there will be a
presentation in the school hall for the Year
6 students and their parents which will
conclude by 11am.
Everyone welcome.

Christmas Is In
the Air

The staff have decided that for
children wishing to exchange Christmas
cards, the exchange will occur in Week
10 of the term. Students are asked not
to exchange gifts or give candy canes.
Thank you for your support in this. It will
help us maintain a strong learning focus
until the end of the term.
St Joseph’s Staff

URGENT APPEAL St Vincent de Paul Society
Christmas Appeal

This year we are asking families to help support the St Vincent de Paul
Society’s Christmas Appeal by donating a gifts/non-perishable items that would be
suitable for families and children. Gifts can be brought into the classroom from now until
Friday 14th December.

Merit Awards Week 7 Term 4
Kinder

Alex Cullen

Yr 1

Sienna Heffernan Giulia Vacca

Yr 2

Lara Spackman

Tom Wood

Yr 3H

Sophia Hall

Om Prasai

Yr 3G

Lucy Bradshaw

Louis Smith

Yr 4

Ashton Campbell Timothy Dean

Tuckshop Roster Week 9 Term 4

Eloise Crossett

Alexis Sandral
Yr 5

Bella Nejman

Eleni Tsolakides

Yr 6

Holly Versteeg

Riley Knight

Mon 10th December

Maha Puli

Weds 12th December

Katie Dennis

Thurs 13th December

Kristen Molloy

Fri 14th December

Di Kennedy
Linda Damme

TUCKSHOP
Please be reminded that towards the final weeks of school we are running
the tuckshop stock low to ensure we begin the New Year with fresh stock.
In the final weeks we will endeavor to fill all children’s orders with what has
been requested. However if there is no stock of this item(s), a replacement
food or drink will be given. Thank you for your understanding. The last day
for Tuckshop is Friday 14th December.
Dear parents/carers
An email was sent home yesterday in regards to Maths Assessment Interviews
planned for early 2019. Interview times are planned across the whole of our
diocese for Wednesday 30th January. Please book your child’s interview time
as soon as possible. The booking system is now open and we will be closing the
system on Friday 14th December.
If you have not made an appointment by this date, the school will be contacting
you to set up an appointment time.
We suggest that you try to book identical times for each of your children, as you
are not required to be in the interview. This will minimise the time you need to
wait for them.
The site we are using to book these interviews is:

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/

event code ysakf

Final School Assembly
Friday 14th December
At 2.00pm







Presentation of 2018 End of Year
Awards
Presentation & farewell to
Mr. Paul Kennedy
Farewell to other staff leaving
St Joseph’s

Volunteer Morning Tea
Wednesday 12th December 10am – 11am
We would like to say a big thank you to all our volunteers who have
helped out in our school this year. This includes our tuckshop
volunteers, class parent representatives, assisting in the classrooms,
covering books, helping with Mother’s day and Father’s day breakfasts,
helping on disco night and movie night, and any other way that assists
our school in the job of educating and nurturing your child.
We could not manage without you and we want to show our
appreciation by supplying morning tea for you.
If you can join us, please RSVP by Monday 10th December.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW. BOOKINGS THROUGH
CIVIC THEARTRE BOX
OFFICE OR PHONE
DUE TO A SELLOUT OF THE 6PM PERFORMANCE WE
HAVE A MATINEE PERFORMANCE AT 1PM ON
TUESDAY 18TH DECEMBER

